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Red Rover, Red Rover,  
Send Fido Right Over

West Virginia’s state parks welcome furry friends  
and their humans. 
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P
ets are part of the family. They spend 
their entire lives giving companionship, 
love, and absolute devotion. They 
deserve vacations too, right? If you’re 
looking to plan a trip with your pets 
this summer, look no further than West 
Virginia State Parks.

Pet-friendly parks aren’t a new development in the 
state park system, but many West Virginians don’t 
realize how many state park adventures are waiting 
for them and their pets. Cats and dogs have always 
been allowed on state park campgrounds, but the 
switch to pet-friendly cabins and lodge rooms came 
in recent years, says Brad Reed, deputy chief of the 
State Parks and Recreation Section of the Division of 
Natural Resources. 

“Most of our employees are pet owners and 
understand the need for pet-friendly accommodation,” 
Reed says. “We manage a healthy balance that 
recognizes the travel wants and needs of all our visitors 
and guests.”

Pet owners can also count on plenty of things to 
do in many of the state’s parks beyond the natural 
beauty and abundance of recreational activities found 
in every corner of the state. Pets are often welcomed 
on guided hikes presented at many of the state’s parks 
throughout the year, and specific events are often 
planned a week or two in advance, especially during 
the busy summer months. 

Each year at Cacapon Resort State Park, for 
example, the staff organizes a Pet-a-Palooza that 
takes place after Labor Day, when the beach in the 
park has been closed for the season, says Valerie 
Chaney, the park’s activities coordinator. The event 
allows pet owners and their pets to swim and enjoy 
the beach, something pets can’t do during the regular 
season. The day is a treat for pets and their families, 
Chaney says. The park accepts donations during 
Pet-a-Palooza and gives all proceeds to the Morgan 
County Humane Society. 

B.A.R.K. in the Park activities are also scheduled 
throughout the year at many of the state’s parks. These 
events offer state residents and their furry friends 
pet-friendly activities like guided hikes that teach pet 
owners how to be “stewards of the outdoors” with their 
pets in tow. 

The parks do impose rules for taking your pets with 
you any day of the year. Dogs and cats are allowed in 
all West Virginia state parks, but must be kept on a 
leash. Pet owners must clean up after their animals. For 
overnight stays, parks limit the number of pets in each 
cabin or pet-friendly lodge room to two. The parks also 
impose a daily pet fee of $20 per day. Most parks suggest 
that you call to make reservations.  

Pet-friendly Places to Stay  
in West Virginia State Parks
Babcock State Park  
This state park located in Fayette County offers 4,127  
acres of trails, streams, and vistas. Given recreational 
opportunities from hiking to boating, you’ll delight in 
knowing that your furry friend can come along for the 
adventure. Choose from 28 cabins for your stay, with 13 
located along Glade Creek and another 15 deeper within 
the forest canopy. Call 304.438.3004 to learn which are 
pet-friendly and to book your stay. 

Beech Fork State Park 
If you’re looking to commune with nature within an easy 
drive from Huntington, consider a stay at this park in 
Barboursville. The highlight of the park is the 720-acre 
Beech Fork Lake, where you can spend your days fishing, 
boating, and swimming. Your pets will love frolicking 
along the 31 miles of shoreline, too. Of the six cabins 
within the park, pets can stay with you in one of two pet-
friendly ones. Call 304.528.5794 to arrange your stay. D
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Blackwater Falls State Park  
Cabins and spectacular waterfalls await in this state 
park. Take your cat or dog along for a trip to one of West 
Virginia’s most iconic spots in Tucker County, and enjoy 
more than 20 miles of hiking trails. The park features 
39 cabins, 10 of which are pet-friendly. Enjoy all the 
amenities of the park lodge, a game room, an indoor 
pool, and picnic shelters scattered throughout more than 
2,300 acres. Call 304.259.5216 to make reservations. 

Bluestone State Park  
Lounge on the banks of Bluestone Lake in this idyllic 
state park located in Summers County, the perfect 
spot for an outdoor endeavor with your furry friend. 
There are 26 cabins within the park and select cabins 
are pet-friendly. Call 304.466.2805 to find out which 
ones and to book your stay. Pipestem Resort State 
Park is just a few miles up the road, and guests can 
access the amenities there, too—like ziplining and 
fishing trips with knowledgeable guides. 

Cabwaylingo State Forest  
This park offers one of the most secluded spots to 
get away from it all. It’s located in Wayne County 
and includes 8,295 acres of wooded terrain. Enjoy 
biking, fishing, hunting, hiking, and plenty of 
opportunity for communing with nature. You 
can take two pets along for your stay in one of 
five pet-friendly cabins within the forest. Call 
304.385.4255 to make reservations.  

Cacapon Resort State Park  
This park in the Eastern Panhandle loves its 
guest pets almost as much as its human ones. 
There’s plenty to do at the park, from horseback 
riding to geocaching. Pets and their humans can 
have their pick of five lodge rooms or choose 
among 12 cabins designated for guests with pets. 
Call 304.258.1022 to select your cabin. 

Canaan Valley Resort State Park   
Your pet will love this Tucker County park just 
as much as you do. It’s a winter wonderland 
and ski resort during the colder months, but it’s 
equally appealing every other season of the year. 
Eleven of the cabins within the park welcome 
pets, and during your stay you’ll discover plenty 
of outdoor adventures for memory-making with 
your furry friend. Call 304.866.4121 to book 
your stay at the park.

Chief Logan State Park 
Deep in the southern part of the state, you’ll 
find this state park with 4,000 acres of nature 
waiting for human–pet exploration. The park’s 
healthy wildlife population is sure to delight your 
furry companion, and there’s so much to do that 
you’ll have one pooped pet each day as the sun 
fades. To secure your stay in one of the park’s 
pet-friendly cabins or lodge rooms, you’ll need to 
call 304.855.6100 to make reservations. D
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Greenbrier State Forest  
Between White Sulphur Springs and Lewisburg, 
the Greenbrier State Forest lies waiting to be 
discovered. This wooded haven is a lovely spot 
to spend a weekend with the family, including 
the four-legged members. There’s something 
for everyone in the forest, including plenty of 
opportunities for swimming and hiking. The 
park’s 14 cabins include legacy, classic, and modern 
vacation cabins. Only some are designated as pet 
friendly, so call 304.536.1944 before you book your 
stay online. 

Hawks Nest State Park  
The scenery at this Fayette County park is as epic 
as the whitewater that rolls near it. Bring your pet 
along for an adventure-filled stay as you explore all 
that the park has to offer, from a nature museum 
to jet boat rides. Dogs and cats are welcome to stay 
with their humans in the lodge in designated pet-
friendly rooms. Reservations with your pet require 
calling the lodge at 304.658.5212. 

Holly River State Park  
Holly River preserves a fascinating collection of 
f lora and fauna waiting to be discovered. Guests can 
stay in one of nine legacy cabins built in the 1930s 

or opt for the more modern vacation cabin. Not all of 
the park’s cabins are pet-friendly, so it’s best to call 
ahead at 304.493.6353 to book your stay.

Kumbrabow State Forest  
High up in Randolph County there is 9,431 acres 
of untamed natural splendor waiting to be explored 
by you and your pet. Hiking is one of the most 
popular activities in the park, with scenic vista 
after scenic vista unravelling on the trails. Cabin 
stays in Kumbrabow are rustic, with six cabins that 
have furniture but don’t have electricity or running 
water. The cabins do have gas-powered lights and 
appliances, and the rustic nature of the place is part 
of its charm. All six cabins at Kumbrabow are pet-
friendly, so you can book the one that appeals to you 
the most at 304.335.2219.

Lost River State Park  
This park is another gem in the Eastern Panhandle’s 
crown of natural beauty. It’s located in Hardy County 
and offers remoteness and seclusion for adventurists 
looking to get away from it all with their pets. Only 
some of the park’s 26 cabins are pet-friendly, so to 
book a legacy, classic, or vacation cabin for your stay, 
call the park at 304.897.5372  to ensure you reserve 
the right one. S
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North Bend State Park   
Near Cairo you’ll find a recreational paradise where 
visitors can spend their hours boating, fishing, 
hiking, biking, and so much more. You can also rent 
a boat or non-motorized vessels or a mountain bike 
to explore the park’s rolling terrain. A handful of the 
park’s nine vacation cabins are pet-friendly. Pets can 
also stay with their humans in the lodge, which has 
29 rooms and one incredible view. Call the park at 
304.643.2931 to make your reservation. 

Pipestem Resort State Park  
The park bills itself as the “premier family adventure 
resort” in the state, and it delivers. There are plenty of 
water activities, and even more to do on dry land—
from the adventure lake and splash park to the new 
zipline tours. Pack your pup and head to Pipestem for 
an epic weekend in the park. There are 26 cabins and 
two lodges, and pet-friendly reservations can be made 
by calling the park at 304.466.1800. 

Seneca State Forest  
This was the state’s very first designated state forest 
and it remains one of the largest, with 11,684 acres 
of wilderness for you to explore with your pet. There 
are eight cabins and one epic fire tower where guests 
can spend the night. Pets aren’t allowed in all of them, 
definitely not the tower, so it’s best to call the park at 
304.799.6213 to arrange your stay. 

Twin Falls Resort State Park   
Your pets are sure to love exploring this park’s 25 
miles of trails with you. And when they’ve had their 
fill of hiking, if that’s possible, there are plenty of 
other outdoor activities in the park and surrounding 
area to explore. The park features 14 cabins, some 
of which are designated for pets. Your pets can also 
stay with you in the park’s lodge—call ahead at 
304.294.4000 to book a pet-friendly room. 

Tygart Lake State Park 
 Just outside Grafton you’ll come across a shimmering 
mountain lake teeming with opportunities for 
adventure with your four-legged friends. It’s no surprise 
that water activities are the most popular here on the 
park’s giant lake that stretches on for more than 10 
miles. You can rent boats—both the motorized and self-
propelled kind—and there are pet-designated classic 
cabins, one vacation cabin, and the park lodge where 
you can relax and enjoy your stay with your pets. Call 
the park at 304.265.6144 to book your pet-friendly stay. 

Watoga State Park  
This park earns the distinction of being the biggest 
in the Mountain State, boasting 10,000 acres of 
unspoiled nature waiting for you and your pets. Fill 
your days in the park with time spent fishing or 
swimming in Watoga Lake. When it’s time to turn 
in, kick back in one of the park’s cabins—legacy, 
classic, or vacation. Several of the cabins are 
designated as pet-friendly and require that you call 
304.799.4087 to book your stay. w LI
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