
NEW 
ADVENTURES  
in a Favorite Park
You’ll find exciting new activities at this 
favorite southern West Virginia destination.
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H
ow’s this for a vacation itinerary: 

You start the day with a few hours 
soaring hundreds of feet above a 
canyon, held only by a wire and harness. 
But racing through the thick green 
canopy and over the sweeping gorge 
works up an appetite. Fortunately, you 

end your trek at the steps of a relaxed pub with views of a 
National Scenic River. 

After some grub, 
you hit the river in a 
paddlecraft of your choice. 
Then, tuckered out from a 
day of exploring, you take 
an aerial tram back to the 
lodge, where you can catch 
a bird’s eye view of the sun 
setting over the gorge.

You can find all 
this adventure—and 
more—at Pipestem 
Resort State Park, which 
boasts a new menu of 
activities for visitors of 
all ages. “We’ve got at 
least a week of activities 
ready for guests,” says 
park superintendent Brett 
McMillion. “The days of 
guests staying a day or 
two are behind us.” 

Starting this spring, Pipestem guests can choose 
different adventures packages such as guided fly fishing 
trips, kayak and standup paddleboard tours, lessons in 
rock climbing and rappelling, mountain bike expeditions, 
and tubing and whitewater rafting experiences. There are 
also improvements to the park’s lodging accommodations 
and, opening in summer 2019, a new splash park for the 
kids as well as updated lake features and improvements to 
the park’s lodging accommodations.

It’s all the result of an $11 million investment in the 
resort announced by Governor Jim Justice in January 
2019. McMillion says the improvements have already 
created a buzz around the whole resort, but he knows 
the biggest draw will be the zipline. “We’ve already got 
reservations lined up,” he says.

Adventures by Land, Water—and Air
Pipestem Peaks Zipline Tour is a canopy zipline system 
featuring nine zips from the canyon rim and across the 
Bluestone Gorge, sweeping guests down 1,000 feet of 
elevation drop. The last three zips are over the canyon 
itself, with one dangling 350 feet in the air. The course 
was designed by world-renowned zip builders Bonsai 
Design who also built the zip system at the Summit 
Bechtel Reserve in Mount Hope. “It’s going to be a 
pretty amazing feature,” McMillion says. 

Pipestem’s zipline and other guided adventures are 
the result of a new partnership with ACE Adventure 
Resort in Oak Hill. The company is now operating 
on-site as Pipestem Adventures to run the zipline and 
lead the guided excursions. F
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The park’s nature center has also been remodeled 
and Tramway Sweets—a 1950s-inspired diner 
with homemade waffle cones made in its open-air 
kitchen—will reopen for the summer months. Guests 
can also check out the naturalists’ programs and 
activities at the amphitheater. 

“And all this will complement our existing 
activities such as horseback riding, golf, mini golf, 
and the breathtaking views of the canyon, which is 
our claim to fame,” McMillion says. 

McMillion says the adventure packages aren’t just 
geared for beginner adventurers. More experienced 
guests can enjoy them as well. “We’re going to try to 
capture experiences to provide opportunities for all 
audiences,” he says.

A New Generation of Park-goers
Although the upgrades at Pipestem will appeal to 
visitors of all ages, the park is trying to appeal to one 
group of travelers in particular. McMillion says he 
hopes the new features and upgrades will entice more 
millennials to spend time at the park. 

McMillion says the new features and upgrades at 

Pipestem will appeal to visitors of all ages—from 
young couples in search of an adventurous weekend 
destination to grandparents looking for a place to 
spend time with the grandkids. “I think we’re going 
to be able to attract a crowd we were not able to 
before,” he says.

As an example of changes meant to attract a 
younger set, The Mountain Creek Lodge—which 
sits right on the Bluestone River and is conveniently 
located right at the end of the zipline—will transform 
its evening, gourmet-style service into a more casual, 
pub-style menu and atmosphere. Of course, there are 
plenty of activities for all ages. Opening in summer 
2019, a new spray park will boast lots of water features 
for hot days, and an extensive makeover to the lake’s 
beach area will feature more than a dozen blow-up 
lake toys for guests.

He says he is encouraged by the excitement he’s 
seeing for the new features and hopes it will lead to 
more people taking advantage of state parks. “One of 
our big goals is to show West Virginia citizens what 
our parks have to offer. There’s so much here.” 3405 
Pipestem Drive, Pipestem, wvstateparks.com/pipestem w


