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SOMETHING  
to Take Home
A look at the unique souvenirs 
available at state park gift shops.
WRITTEN BY ZACK HAROLD

No trip is complete without some souvenir shopping. 
Whether you’re looking for a reminder of the 
memories you made or just something to thank 
the neighbors for feeding Fido while you were 
gone, state park gift shops are filled with items 
you can’t find anywhere else. We picked a few of 
our favorites.

Babcock State Park
The grist mill at Babcock State 
Park is one of the Mountain 
State’s most famous sights, 
appearing on postcards, 
paintings, calendars, and 
mouse pads the world over. 
But many folks don’t realize 
it’s still a functioning mill. 
After a day fishing for trout in 
Glade Creek, head to the park’s 
gift shop and pick up a bag of 
fresh-ground cornmeal. It will 
make the catch of the day taste 
even better.

Blackwater Falls State Park
When park-goers get stuffy noses 
during their stays, many head to the 
Blackwater Falls Trading Post for 
a home remedy—a jar or squeeze 
bottle of local honey from the hives at 
Mountain State Honey, located just 
about eight miles away in Parsons. We 
can’t speak to the effectiveness of the 
cure, but there are worse things in the 
world than a tablespoon of honey. 

Cass Scenic  
Railroad State Park
The space that now houses Cass’s gift shop was once the 
town’s company store and retains that old-timey feel. In 
addition to washboards, locally made straw brooms, and 
ironwork by a local blacksmith, you can find a line of Cass-
branded crocks and stoneware—perfect for brining pickles 
just like mawmaw used to make.

Coopers Rock State Forest
When an American chestnut log had to be removed from one 
of the state forest’s original Civilian Conservation Corps-built 
picnic shelters, park officials didn’t want to just throw away 
the antique lumber—so they had a local artisan turn the wood 
into pens and magnets. “You can own a small piece of history,” 
says park assistant superintendent Marshall Markley.

Pipestem Resort State Park
You can’t take the mountain air 
home with you, but you can 
take some mountain music, 
and that’s almost the same 
thing. These traditional 
mountain dulcimers, crafted 
from walnut and sycamore 
by Kenneth Meadows of 
nearby Shady Spring, are 
available at Pipestem’s 
Mt. Artisan Shop, one 
of four gift shops at 
Pipestem. The shop 
features many other 
West Virginia–made 
items as well, 
including the log cabin 
quilt seen in this photo.
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