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his year marks the 150th anniversary of
the Battle of Droop Mountain, one of
the best-known Civil War battles fought
in West Virginia. Droop Mountain
is often referred to as the largest and
most significant Civil War battle fought
in West Virginia. But in Last Sleep
(Pictorial Histories, 1996), an encyclopedic account of the battle, author and Civil War expert Terry
Lowry disputes both claims.
Lowry, a historian with the West Virginia Division of
Culture and History, notes that “the 1862 siege and capture of
Harpers Ferry during the Antietam campaign involved more
men” and “the skirmishes that took place in the summer of
1861 were of more importance than Droop Mountain in that
they secured northwestern Virginia (northern West Virginia)
for the Union.”
Even so, Lowry describes Droop Mountain as “one of the
most important Civil War battles in West Virginia, as well as
the last large-scale engagement fought on our soil.” Moreover,
it was a battle that placed West Virginia firmly in the Union
column.
When West Virginia was officially proclaimed a state
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on June 20, 1863, the Union was in control of the northern
portion of the new state, but parts of the state’s southeastern
portion remained in Confederate hands. Brig. Gen. Benjamin
Franklin Kelly, the commander of the Union forces in West
Virginia, was determined to rid the state of rebel troops.
Kelly had 32,000 troops under his command in West
Virginia. He drew on these to post strong detachments along
the tracks of the vital Baltimore & Ohio Railroad, from his
headquarters at Clarksburg to Harpers Ferry in the state’s
Eastern Panhandle. The defense of central and southeastern
West Virginia was delegated to Gen. Eliakim P. Scammon’s
6,000 troops in Charleston and Gen. William W. Averell’s
5,000 men camped at Beverly in Randolph County.
In October of 1863, Kelly ordered Scammon and Averell to
start out two expeditions, then affect a junction of the two at
Lewisburg, catching the Confederates between them and driving them out, or, better still, capturing them.

Dubious Commanders
Scammon sent out an expedition under the command of Gen.
Albert Napoleon Alexander Duffie. Born in Paris, Duffie
served with distinction in France’s Imperial Cavalry during the
Crimean War. Resigning his commission, he sailed to America.
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mance.” Williams adds that Averell “had an adventurous
early career, but as a field commander he had been less than
successful. His posting to West Virginia amounted to a punishment for failures during the Chancellorsville campaign, and
he would be removed from command again by Gen. Sheridan
for his performance in Sheridan’s 1864 Shenandoah Valley
campaign.”
On November 1, 1863, Averell and his men came upon
a force of about 600 rebels entrenched at Mill Point in
Pocahontas County. Col. William L. Jackson, a cousin to the
legendary Gen. Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson, commanded the
force. To his friends, William Jackson was known as “Bill.”
But many of his men mockingly referred to him as “Mudwall”
Jackson in an unfavorable comparison to his famous cousin.
At Mill Point, Averell sent his men forward in an attack
that quickly dislodged Jackson’s forces. The Confederates
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(Previous page)
Reenactors authentically stage the Battle
of Droop Mountain.
Courtesy of the West
Virginia Department
of Commerce/Ron
Snow
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Because he left before his resignation was accepted, he was
charged with desertion and sentenced in absentia to 10 years
in prison. When the Civil War broke out, Duffie enlisted in
the Union Army, quickly rising in the ranks. Hotheaded, he
frequently quarreled with his fellow officers and often ignored
the orders he was given. In 1864, he attempted to capture
Confederate guerrilla leader John S. Mosby, the so-called “Gray
Ghost.” Instead, Mosby’s men captured Duffie—an incident
that prompted Gen. Phillip Sheridan to seek his dismissal
from the army. Sheridan called him “a trifling man and a poor
soldier” who “was captured by his own stupidity.”
John Alexander Williams, emeritus professor of history at
West Virginia University, has written that Averell was a career
officer, “eight years out of West Point, where he was remembered more for his horsemanship than his academic perfor-
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This map shows
the movement
of Union and
Confederate troops
in the Battle of Droop
Mountain. Courtesy
of the West Virginia
State Archives
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Confederate Col. William L. Jackson, cousin of famed Gen.
Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson, was sometimes mockingly called
“Mudwall” Jackson. Courtesy of the Blake Collection of Confederate
History, Marshall University
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withdrew up Droop Mountain, which straddles the border between Pocahontas and Greenbrier Counties. At the top of the
mountain, they formed a strong defensive position. At night,
they were able to look down the mountainside at the campfires
of the Union troops below them.

A Grueling March

Co
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About 9:00 AM on November 6, the Confederate troops
were reinforced by the arrival of 1,110 men commanded by
Gen. John Echols. Echols and his men had been encamped at
Lewisburg and made their way to the mountain in a grueling
all-night march, covering the 28-mile journey in 24 hours.
Echols, as the senior officer, assumed command on the mountain, adding his men to the defensive line.
At 10:00 AM, only an hour after the arrival of Echols and
his men, Averell sent his men forward in an attack up the
mountain. But he quickly realized the folly of a frontal attack
on such a strong position and switched tactics. He brought
his artillery forward and bombarded the rebel positions for
three hours while a flanking force of Union infantry moved to
the left and rear of the rebel line. At 1:30 PM, the two Union
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Reputed to be hotheaded and quarrelsome, Union Gen. A. N. Duffie
arrived late to Droop Mountain, enabling many Confederates to escape capture. Courtesy of the Library of Congress, LC-BH831- 114

forces attacked the Confederates front and rear. At about 3:00
PM, Averell’s infantry broke the Confederate left flank and the
resulting Confederate retreat quickly became a rout.
But Averell and the late-arriving Duffie were slow to follow
up on the victory, allowing most of the Confederates to escape.
The Union generals called off pursuit south of Lewisburg and
returned to the respective base camps. Within days, many of
the Confederates had regrouped and made their way back to
their former positions.
Casualties at Droop Mountain were high on both sides.
The Union lost 119 men, while the Confederates lost 275. In a
lament that inspired the title of Lowry’s book about the battle,
Lt. Col. Andrew R. Barbee, 22nd Virginia Infantry, wrote
“many true friends and gallant soldiers now ‘sleep their last
sleep’ on Droop Mountain.”
Retired Huntington newspaper editor James E. Casto is the author of
a number of books on local and regional history. His latest is Local
Legends of Huntington, West Virginia (Arcadia
Publishing, $21.99).

Read more at e-WV: The West Virginia Encyclopedia. www.wvencyclopedia.org
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The Battle of Droop Mountain will be reenacted this year in celebration of the 150th anniversary of the battle. Courtesy of the West Virginia Department
of Commerce/Ron Snow
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History Comes Alive
at Droop Mountain
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The Battle of Droop Mountain is generally reenacted in even
numbered years at Droop Mountain Battlefield State Park in
Pocahontas County, just south of Hillsboro on U.S. Route
219. However, that usual schedule is being altered this year.
Even though this is an odd-numbered year, the West Virginia
Reenactors Association will stage a special 150th anniversary reenactment of the battle on the weekend of August
31-September 1.
The sounds of rifles and artillery fire will fill the air as
hundreds of costumed reenactors bring the historic clash to
life. Other activities will include a welcome social to be held
on Friday night. Saturday evening will feature the Droop
Mountain Open Air Ball and Young Ladies Cotillion. Period

music and dance instruction will be provided. On Sunday
morning, an authentic church service is planned.
Established in 1928, the park is West Virginia’s oldest state
park. Visitors will find hiking trails, picnic areas, and playgrounds, as well as a lookout tower and museum built in the
1930s by the Civilian Conservation Corps.

For more information, visit www.droopmountainbattlefield.com or
call 1.800.CALL.WVA. To learn more about other happenings in
the area, visit the website of the Pocahontas County Convention
& Visitors Bureau, www.pocahontascountywv.com, or call
800.336.7009.
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