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Skiing Down
Memory Lane
The Snow Sports Museum of
West Virginia memorializes the history
of winter sports in the Mountain State.
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Visitors to the
Snow Sports
Museum of West
Virginia in Davis
learn a great
deal about skiing
history in the
mountain state
like how gear has
evolved over the
years.
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he Snow Sports Museum of West
Virginia began as a conversation on ski
lifts and at pubs and resorts and then
took on a life of its own. “You have to
be careful who you ride the chairs with,
because you might get into a discussion
that gets you into something like this,” museum
president Kim Williams says with a laugh.
Williams and his wife, Monica, both avid skiers and
ski instructors, asked: What is being done to preserve the
history of snow sports in the state? “People said they didn’t
know of anything; that’s the reason why Monica and I
started pushing and asking questions of everybody in every
place that we were,” he says. “There is a wealth of knowledge
there that we’re trying to get from them. So you ask people
to share stuff, and it’s exciting and very infectious.”
The museum was established as a nonprofit with a
board of directors, and it secured a location in Davis.
While working on the collection, the Snow Sports
Museum of West Virginia (SSMWV) began hosting
winter symposiums during the 2018–19 ski season,
where supporters discussed lost and forgotten ski areas
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in the state as well as early snowboarding legends. The
symposiums raised money and spread awareness of the
museum’s mission.
“One of our most successful symposiums was
Legends of the Valley, which would be Canaan Valley,”
Williams says. “We invited everybody we could think
of who has been in Canaan Valley for the past 50, 60
years who’re still upright and walking to be there and
share a story or two. It’s fun just to sit back and listen
to people share their ideas on the history.”
The museum opened its doors in a space shared
with Blackwater Bikes right next door to Sirianni’s
Cafe in Davis in December 2020, and Williams then
focused on instituting a West Virginia Snow Sports
Hall of Fame. When he researched snow sports
museums across the country, he discovered it was more
than possible to honor West Virginians who have done
great things for the world of winter sports.
“That was something I felt very strongly about, to
recognize individuals who do good things for the snow
sports industry in West Virginia. We needed to somehow
have them recognized,” he says.
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The museum shares space with Blackwater Bikes in Davis and is full of fascinating
memorabilia from area collectors.

The enthusiasm and support from other snow
sports museums has been encouraging, Williams
says, and receiving donations has helped build up the
museum’s displays.
“There’s such a love of that history,” he says. “I get
really excited when somebody brings something to us
for the museum. We have a display case here that has
everything: patches, buttons, lift tickets from years
past, original ski area passes, a key from the Worden
Hotel. We want to have these things and share them
with the public.”
It’s taken a village to get the snow sports museum
up and running, and several snow sports lovers are
involved, either as board members or Hall of Fame
inductees. Joe Stevens, executive director of the West
Virginia Ski Areas Association, for example, became
a member of the museum’s board of directors in
September.
“Through my position as executive director of the
association, I am in contact with all of the resorts, so
I can keep them up to speed on the happenings with
the museum,” Stevens says. “I am also in contact with
a great deal of media, and that assists in getting the
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Hall of Famers
Many pioneers who were instrumental in the founding and
maintaining of the Mountain State snow sport scene are in
the inaugural West Virginia Snow Sports Hall of Fame class.
Robert Barton III and Anita Love Barton married in 1959 and
established the Weiss Knob Ski Area. Robert was known as the
father of skiing south of the Mason–Dixon line, and Anita was a
founding member of the Alpine Festival Association.
Mark and Bonnie Branciaroli were well-known for promoting
West Virginia’s ski industry and were the first marketers of snow
sports in the state. Based out of Snowshoe for about a decade, they
did much of the writing, recording, and photographing of Snowshoe
and other Mountain State resorts going back to the late 1970s.
Thomas “Doc” Brigham spearheaded the development of
Snowshoe and of skiing destinations in North Carolina, and
Snowshoe later named one of its gateways to the Village area
“The Brigham Center.”
Chip Chase, the operator of White Grass Ski Touring Center, fell
in love first with skiing and then with West Virginia and wanted to
marry those two passions. Chase planned and developed the new
location of White Grass in 1981, at the site of the former Weiss
Knob Resort.
Belmont Cleaver and Katheryn Worden owned and operated
Worden’s Hotel and Belmont’s Department Store in Davis.
Worden’s Hotel often acted as the clubhouse for the Ski Club of
Washington, D.C.
Edmund Couch Jr. was president of the Ski Club of Washington, D.C.
in 1950-51 during the development of the Cabin Mountain ski area
and provided professional direction for planning and construction.
Murray Dearborn, a West Virginia transplant from New
Hampshire, was president and general manager of Canaan Valley
Resort for 10 years and instrumental in the opening of the resort
in the early 1970s.
David Downs was the original developer and founder of the
Timberline Mountain Ski Area. Downs, along with two partners,
purchased 1,700 acres in Canaan Valley in 1972.
Ed Galford retired after 45 years at Snowshoe Mountain, eventually
becoming the resort’s vice president of mountain operations in
1995. He brought a passion for sustainability and the environment,
and many green initiatives were developed under his leadership.
Hal Leich, with fellow Ski Club of Washington, D.C. member
Gorman Young, ventured into West Virginia to locate snow and
the perfect spot to ski. They discovered the location on Cabin
Mountain that would become the first ski area in the state. They
both served terms as president of the Ski Club and were members
of the Cabin Mountain development committee.
John Lutz is a legend of skiing in the state. A respected ski
instructor, ski school director, and ski area manager, Lutz has
been instrumental in founding many skiing courses, programs,
races, and teams throughout the state.
Irene and Hobart Mauzy owned what became the original site
of Driftland. Working with the Ski Club of Washington, D.C., they
gave the club access to operate the ski area of Cabin Mountain.
Danny Seme worked as mountain manager as part of Snowshoe
Mountain Resort’s development team before leaving the resort
in 1981. He returned to the resort in 1984 and in 1990 became
president and general manager of the resort for the next six years.
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word out about the concept. I have been involved in the West
Virginia ski industry since 1990, so I bring that experience to
the museum.”
Cary Reed saved every newspaper article, document, and
piece of memorabilia going back 50 years regarding winter
recreation in West Virginia. These items were great building
blocks for the museum’s displays, and her extensive involvement
with the development of the museum ushered in an opportunity
to serve as its current board of directors’ vice president.
“In the beginning of the idea for the museum, I was the major
holder of memorabilia, and I consider myself a curator for the
museum,” Reed says. “I love telling visitors little-known facts
about skiing in general. I have a collection of stories about local
people that I want to tell the public at our proposed symposiums.”
The museum and its goal of memorializing snow sports in
the state are important because the industry is vital to West
Virginia, Stevens says. “The resorts in Raleigh, Pocahontas,
Tucker, and Ohio counties have provided folks in those counties
thousands of jobs through the years,” he says. “The ski industry
has been a driver in the state’s tourism industry, and the
museum helps keep that fact in front of visitors.”
The museum is open 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Thursdays through
Saturdays and from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Sundays. Learn more
about the museum, its mission, and what you can expect to see
inside at www.snowsportsmuseumwv.org. w

