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Aerial view of Hazel-Atlas Glass Company in Clarksburg,
mid-1900s.

Turning bedposts at Meadow River Lumber Company in
Rainelle.

Fokker Glen Dale airplane plant fuselage assembly.

Hazel-Atlas Glass Co.

If you've lived in West Virginia for very long, you've probably held
a Hazel-Atlas product in your hands a time or two. The company
was formed in Wheeling in 1902 when four existing companies
merged. Far ahead of the curve in technology, Hazel-Atlas became
one of the world’s largest manufacturers of glass containers, most
notably canning jars and medicine bottles. In West Virginia,
Hazel-Atlas had plants in Clarksburg, Grafton, and Wheeling.
The Clarksburg branch, started as Republic Glass by W. S. Brady,
was one of Hazel-Atlas’ four founding companies. It developed
the first automatic glass tumbler press and churned out more
pressed-ware tumblers—from water to cocktail glasses—than any
other factory in the world. At its height, it employed some 1,500
people.

Hazel-Atlas sold out in 1964, but the Clarksburg plant,

under different ownership, made it for another 23 years.

Meadow River Lumber Company

While the majority of West Virginia’s vast timber reserves were
exported out of state, a number of factories generated timber
by-products right here at home. The West Virginia Pulp and
Paper Company built a mammoth operation in and around Cass,
other massive mills popped up near logging operations, and the
Dodge Clothespin factory in Richwood was the largest of its kind
in the world.

Often overlooked is Rainelle’s Meadow River Lumber
Company, once our nation’s largest sawmill for hardwoods.
Meadow River flooring and siding went into houses around the
world, including homes all over West Virginia. Between the
1930s and the 1960s, Meadow River generated an average of 20
million board feet annually—nearly enough to stretch round-
trip from New York to Los Angeles each year. The company
made a vast array of other products, including molds for
industrial machinery and even women’s shoe heels. It was sold to
Georgia-Pacific, which closed it in 1975.

Fokker Aircraft Plant
Anthony Fokker was the greatest builder of German World War

I aircraft. Most famously, he constructed the plane and developed
an innovative machine gun used by Manfred von Richtofen, the
Red Baron, Germany’s World War I ace. In 1927, Fokker moved
to the United States to expand his fast-growing European aviation
business. Enterprising folks in Glen Dale saw an opportunity.
Pioneer aviator Charles Lindbergh had recently landed at
Langin Field in nearby Moundsville. Capitalizing on the national
publicity, Northern Panhandle investors offered Fokker free
land in Glen Dale and access to abundant natural materials and
by-products. In 1928, Fokker opened one of his two American
plants there, and he was soon employing 500 locals to build early
passenger airlines, including the Trimotor F-10A. Unfortunately,
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Hazel-Atlas opened a factory in Grafton in 1916 to
produce holloware, a durable metal type of tableware,
but it's best remembered for making Hazel-Atlas canning

jars. It closed in 1960. The Hazel-Atlas plant in Wheeling
made metal lids for Avon, Jif peanut butter, and Taster’s
Choice coffee.
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A textile worker at Interwoven Mills, about 1950.
LA The fourth floor of Building 19 at Interwoven Mills, Martinsburg.

his timing couldn’t have been worse. The
Great Depression brought a sudden halt to
airplane construction, and, on March 31,
1931, an F-10A crashed in Kansas, killing
everyone on board, including Notre Dame
football coaching legend Knute Rockne.

Fokker closed and sold his factory in
1934 to Louis Marx, who added on to
the quarter-mile-long Glen Dale plant
and turned it into the largest toy factory
in the world.

Interwoven Mills
For decades, Martinsburg was West
Virginia’s textile capital, boasting several
factories. The biggest was Interwoven
Mills, which opened in 1890-1891 but
soon outgrew its space and moved to
the town’s old B&O workshops and
warehouses. Interwoven supplied the
nation’s largest retailers with men’s
hosiery and had plants in Maryland and
Pennsylvania as well as in Harpers Ferry
and Berkeley Springs. By the mid-1920s,
it employed 1,350 Martinsburgers and
was possibly the largest manufacturer of
any kind in the entire Eastern Panhandle.
Unlike other plants mentioned here,
Interwoven Mills employed about as many women as men.
These same women led a major strike—part of a broader
national work stoppage—in 1934 and another in 1941.
During World War II, Interwoven produced countless
socks for American soldiers and sailors. After the war,
the company changed names several times, while most
of Martinsburg’s other textile plants began closing. By
the mid-20th century, synthetic clothing was becoming
more common, and foreign competition cut into profits.
Employment at Interwoven dropped from more than
3,000 to only 900 during the 1950s. In the 1960s, most
of the operations were moved to North Carolina, and the
Martinsburg mill closed for good in 1976.

The 1900s were a roller coaster for American factories,
including those in West Virginia. The plants boomed
as the nation expanded in the early 1900s and during
wars but went bust during the periodic recessions
and depressions. In the end, most succumbed to the
outsourcing of manufacturing to cheaper foreign
producers and to technological advances they couldn’t
keep pace with.

When these plants closed, communities not only
lost countless jobs, but they struggled to maintain their
identities. Generation after generation had worked at
these plants. Thousands came to this country for just such
an opportunity, often laboring in relatively dangerous,
sweltering, and otherwise unpleasant conditions. It’s
no exaggeration to say that these people built modern
America while forming bonds with co-workers that would
last the rest of their lives. @
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