Horseplay Allowed
Equestrian adventures abound at these state parks.
WRITTEN BY LEXI BROWNING
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Camp Creek State Park

T

here’s nothing like seeing West Virginia the way your great-great-grandparents would have—from the back of a
horse. Sure, there are faster means of travel, but there’s something about the loping pace of horse travel that
makes Mountain State vistas come alive.
You can explore these four West Virginia State Parks with your favorite equestrian companion. And even if you
don’t have a horse to call your own, there are stables of steeds ready to accompany you on an unforgettable adventure.

Cacapon Resort
State Park

Camp Creek
State Park

Lost River
State Park

Pipestem Resort
State Park

Located just outside Berkeley
Springs, Cacapon Resort State
Park’s 6,000 acres provides the
perfect opportunity for riders to
get away for a weekend and do
some exploring. Reserve a horse
or pony from Triple C Outfitters
for guided tours. The stable also
offers regular moonlit rides,
which depart at dusk and return
about an hour and a half later,
guided by the light of the full
moon. 818 Cacapon Lodge Drive,
Berkeley Springs, wvstateparks.
com/cacapon

Riders at Camp Creek State Park,
located just two miles off Interstate
77 in Mercer County, can saddle
their horses and explore more
than 30 miles of trails, passing
lush woodlands and cascading
waterfalls. The park also offers a
campground especially for riders,
which features multi-horse stalls,
picnic shelters, and spaces for tentpitching available for reservation
between April and October. 2390
Camp Creek Road, Camp Creek,
wvstateparks.com/campcreek

Nestled in the Eastern Panhandle,
Lost River State Park offers plenty
of horseback trails throughout its
3,712 acres. You can explore alone
if you have a horse of your own,
but less experienced riders can
book a reservation with Hidden
Trails Stables. This family friendly
riding stable offers experienced
guides and gentle horses, available
for half-hour to two-hour trips.
There are even hand-led pony rides
for small children. 321 Park Drive,
Mathias, wvstateparks.com/lostriver

This crown jewel of the parks
system offers many family
friendly activities, along with
breathtaking views of the
Bluestone Gorge. You can
best experience those views
on Pipestem’s many horseback
trails. The paths are open from
mid-March to October each
year. Reserve one of the park’s
horses for half-hour to twohour excursions. 3405 Pipestem
Drive, Pipestem, wvstateparks.
com/pipestem
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